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Lesson An Elder’s Tale 
 

Purpose  

 

The purpose of this lesson is for the students to learn about moose hunting from an Elder’s 

perspective.  What of the five human senses were used to hunt. 

 

Engagement 

 

• Students will be able to engage with an Elder.   

• They will listen to the stories of past hunting practices. 

 

Materials 

 

• Complete Elder check list.  See Appendix. 

 

Elaboration 

 

First Nation Language Translation 

Yē kā ejedenyâ?  (Kaska) What are you going hunting for? 

Kedā kā ejedesyáh. (Kaska) I am going hunting for moose. 

Note: Use local First Nation Language; ask school language teacher or look on local First 

Nation website. 

 

Teacher Action / Student Action 

 

Time Instruction 

20 

mins 

o It is essential to have all points completed in the Elder check list before Elder 

visits the classroom. 

o Have a space on the floor for students to sit in a circle in the classroom. 

▪ Adaptation would be if weather permits head to an area outside that 

will be suitable for sitting and listening to Elder. 

o Have everyone introduce themselves.  (Make sure students speak loudly). 

o Lead the Elder to the topic of hunting and the practices that were use as far 

back as he/she can discuss.   

▪ How did they travel? 

▪ Did they stay out in camps or cabins? 

▪ What sort of tools did they use? 

▪ What sort of tracking skills did they use? 

 Make sure this is tied into the five senses. 

▪ Was it more difficult to hunt moose back then? 

▪ What parts of the moose were harvested? 
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o Allow students time to ask respectful questions. 

o Make sure the class thanks the Elder for their insights. 

10 

mins 

o When Elder is finished speaking have the students imagine they are either 

hunters or moose. 

o The students will write a journal entry approximately a paragraph in length 

about the senses they would need to use either to kill a moose or escape from 

the hunter. 

o Criteria for journal is to use some of the ideas that the Elder spoke of. 

 

Assessment 

 

This exercise will help determine which students are good at remembering details in a short time.  

Take notes on short term memory assessment.  Can students imagine themselves in a different 

time?  Are the students able to relate the past hunting practices to the sensory system?  If some 

students are having difficulty seeing the interaction try focus on how to adapt the lesson for 

them.  Reteach if necessary. 
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APPENDIX 
 

Working with Elders: A Checklist 
 

 
 


