NCCIE NATIONAL INDIGENOUS LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

Salish Weaving Step-by-Step
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The looms should be warped before the students work. An extension to the task would be to teach the students how to warp the loom.
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[image: ]Take one strand of wool and wrap it around the first warp.












One half of the strand should be shorter than the other.
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[image: ]To start weaving, the strand on the left goes under the strand on the right and around the next warp. Note that the working strand will change as you weave but the strand on the left will always be the working strand. Continue this across the loom.
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When you twine the last warp, take the working strand and wrap it around the last warp
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Pull working strand until it is snug around the warp.
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To weave the other direction on the loom, the strand to the right becomes the working strand. It needs to go under the strand on the left and around the next warp. Continue this across the loom.
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[image: ]When you twine the last warp, like the other side, wrap the working strand around the last warp and pull snug. Now you can weave across the loom again. The strand on the left now becomes the working strand. Repeat this process until your strand runs out.









[image: ]




When you start to run out of wool, it is time to add a new piece on. A coloured strand of wool was used for this step.









[image: ]




Take the new strand and place it on top of the strand you wish to add on to.
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Twist the strands together and carefully continue to weave. If you pull too hard, you might pull the new strand out.
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Complete the weaving by repeating the pattern on the bottom. Most Coast Salish weavings are symmetrical.
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Pull the hanging dowel out to take the weaving off of the loom.
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If the weaving was warped correctly, the weaving should slip right off the dowels when hanging dowel is pulled out.
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This is the top of the weaving. A knot needs to be tied at the base of each loop to keep the weaing in place.
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This is the bottom of the weaving. Like the top, a knot needs to be tied against the weaving to hold it in place.
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[image: ]Use a crochet hook to weave into the weaving to hide the loose ends. Try and follow the direction of the twining as you pull the loose strands through.
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Both sides of the weaving should not have any loose strands sticking out.
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Use scissors to cut the loops at the bottom of the weaving. This is the only time you use scissors on your weaving. If you trim the strands so that they are the same length, the weaving can be finished. The steps that follow are an extension.
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Use a dowel or a small piece of driftwood to hang the weaving from and display it on your wall.






How to pull wool apart from the skein.

We never use scissors when taking a piece of wool from the skein. It makes it difficult to hide the strands in the weaving if there is a clean cut.
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[image: ]Grab the wool with your left pointer finger and thumb, measure 6” and grab the wool there with your right pointer finger and thumb. Twist the wool in the opposite direction it was spun. This releases the tension of the wool and if you twist enough and tug gently, the wool should come apart.
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